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BEHIND
THE BOOK



For more information or to register for any of the events in this series, 
please visit jewishallianceri.org/BehindTheBook

     or years, the Jewish Alliance has 
hosted authors visiting our community. 
We’ve welcomed such notable writers as 
Martin Fletcher, Jennifer Teege, and Michael 
Solomonov.  We are continuing the tradition 
of connecting people with ideas, and with 
each other by presenting a wide range of 
speakers for this year’s Author Series.  

We are proud to welcome Sheryl Haft, 
Ariel Burger,  Ashley Feinstein Gerstley, 
Shelly Christensen, Noam Sienna,
Julie Orringer, and Daniel Chertoff. 

We’ve got events for children and adults, 
touching on many aspects of Jewish 
communal life. These include insights into 
Elie Wiesel’s power to shape the thoughts 
and principles of a generation; learning how 
to control your finances and de-stress your 
money; an examination of queer Jewish 
history and its intersection with Jewish 
identity; a look at how faith communities can 
become responsive, accepting, and inclusive 
of people with disabilities and mental health 
conditions; the true story of  Varian Fry’s 
attempt to save the work and lives of Jewish 
artists fleeing the Holocaust; an eyewitness 
account of the birth of Israel; and we’ve even 
got a pajama party for the kids!
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  he Jewish Alliance is proud to collaborate on this series with:T
Jewish Book Council 
PJ Library
Congregation Beth David
(401)j
Community Relations Council
Ruth and Charles Samdperil Family Special Education Fund
Women’s Alliance
URI Hillel
URI College of Arts and Sciences
URI Health Services
URI Women’s Center
URI Gender and Sexuality Center
URI Multicultural Student Services Center
URI Chaplains Association
URI Office of the Provost
URI Center for Nonviolence and Peace Studies
Kappa Delta Pi, International Honor Society in Education
URI Psychology Department
URI Housing and Residential Life 
URI Office of Community, Equity, and Diversity
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Chapter One Chapter Two

Goodnight Bubbala
with Sheryl Haft

Sunday, January 26
4:00 – 5:30pm
Dwares JCC
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence
$3 per person, $10 per family

PJ Library and friends invite you to a pajama party with music, 
crafts, and snacks.  Author Sheryl Haft will delight us by reading her 
new book, Goodnight Bubbala. Wear pajamas and bring your favorite 
stuffed animal! 

About the book: Haft’s parody of Goodnight Moon turns the 
great green room into a surprise Hanukkah party for a little bunny. 
Goodnight Bubbala includes fun Yiddish words and an exclusive latke 
recipe from Ina Garten!

About the author: Sheryl Haft’s 
newest picture book, Goodnight 
Bubbala, captures her affection for 
Jewish culture and the Yiddish language. 
Sheryl is also the founder of “Kids 
Engineer!,” which teaches invention 
and design to young children. Sheryl 
resides in New York City and Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming — each wild in its own 
unique way.

About the book:  Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s Classroom 
is a testament to the way Wiesel shaped the thoughts and 
principles of a generation. This immensely hopeful book 
grants insights into the influences behind Wiesel’s own beliefs. 
Burger entreats readers to remember that Wiesel sought to 
spur people to act; that it is not enough to just be mindful of 
the existence of good and evil.

Witness: Lessons from 
Elie Wiesel’s Classroom
with Ariel Burger

Wednesday, January 29  |  7:00pm
Welcome Center at URI: 
Hope Room in the Higgins
45 Upper College Rd., Kingston
No cost to attend

About the author: Ariel Burger 
is a writer, teacher, and rabbi whose 
work combines spirituality, creativity, 
and strategies for social change. A 
lifelong student of Elie Wiesel, Burger 
now applies those teachings to urgent 
contemporary questions. When not 
learning or teaching, he enjoys creating 
music, art, and poetry. He and his 
family live outside of Boston.

This event is made possible by a partnership with PJ Library. This event is made possible by a partnership with URI Hillel, URI College of Arts and Sciences, URI Health Services, 
URI Women’s Center, URI Gender and Sexuality Center, URI Multicultural Student Services Center, 

URI Chaplains Association, URI Office of the Provost, URI Center for Nonviolence and Peace Studies, 
Kappa Delta Pi: International Honor Society in Education, URI Psychology Department, 

URI Housing and Residential Life, URI Office of Community, Equity, and Diversity, and Congregation Beth David.To register for any of the events in this series, 
please visit jewishallianceri.org/BehindTheBook



Chapter Three Chapter Four

The 30-Day Money Cleanse
with Ashley Feinstein Gerstley

Sunday, February 2  |  11:00am
Dwares JCC
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence
Price: $15 (includes book & refreshments) 

Ashley Feinstein Gerstley will lead an interactive workshop based 
on her book, The 30-Day Money Cleanse. Participants will learn steps 
they can take right away to take control of their finances, manage 
their spending, and de-stress their money, helping to improve 
financial wellbeing and confidence.

About the book: Gerstley was working in finance when she 
realized that people’s financial stresses come from both a lack of 
knowledge and the way that we treat our money, so she created a 
system to turn that stress around! The 30-Day Money Cleanse, shows 
us how to create happier, healthier relationships with our money, in 
just 30 days!

About the author: Ashley 
Feinstein Gerstley is an investment 
banker turned certified life coach, 
with a degree in finance from the 
Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania. It is her mission 
to start new conversations about 
personal finance and improve 
people's relationships with money.

From Longing to Belonging: 
A Practical Guide to Including 
People with Disabilities and 
Mental Health Conditions 
in Your Faith Community
with Shelly Christensen

Thursday, February 6
Dwares JCC
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence
No cost to attend

First Event (12:45 - 5:00pm):  A workshop for people working in 
faith communities, based on the key concepts of From Longing to 
Belonging — belonging and inclusion. Participants will learn ways 
to set priorities to move organizations forward. 

Second Event (7:00pm): For parents and people with disabilities 
and mental health conditions to discuss ways to encourage faith 
communities to become more responsive, accepting, and inclusive.

About the author: Shelly Christensen is the 
co-founder of Jewish Disability, Awareness, 
Acceptance, & Inclusion Month, and a past 
president of the American Association on 
Intellectual Disabilities Religion and Spirituality 
Network. She directed the award-winning 
Minneapolis Jewish Community Inclusion 
Program for People with Disabilities. She 
believes that everyone should have the 
opportunity to be a valued member of their 
chosen faith community. 

This event is made possible by a partnership with the Jewish Alliance’s (401)j: A group of dynamic Jews, 
ages early 20s to mid-40s, who are dedicated to building a thriving Jewish collaboration in the “401.”

This event is made possible by a partnership with the Ruth and Charles Samdperil Family Special Education Fund.

To register for any of the events in this series, 
please visit jewishallianceri.org/BehindTheBook



Chapter Five Chapter Six

A Rainbow Thread:  An Anthology 
of Queer Jewish Texts from the 
First Century to 1969
with Noam Sienna

Wednesday, February 26  |  7:00pm
Dwares JCC
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence
No cost to attend

Join us as Noam Sienna reads selected stories from his 
groundbreaking collection of queer Jewish texts. There will be a 
Q-and-A after the reading, followed by a book signing.

About the book: Spanning two millennia, five continents, 
and containing translations from fifteen languages, A Rainbow 
Thread is a new, definitive anthology for queer Jewish history. 
Through an unprecedented collection of texts, it bears witness 
to the many ways in which queer and Jewish identities intersect, 
resurrecting a legacy that many have assumed cannot or does 
not exist. 

About the author:  Noam Sienna is 
a Jewish educator, artist, and doctoral 
student at the University of Minnesota. 
His academic work has explored 
art, magic, and gender and sexuality, 
particularly among Jewish communities 
of the Islamic world. He has taught 
about Jewish culture and history at 
academic and community venues around 
the world.

The Flight Portfolio
with Julie Orringer

Monday, May 4  |  7:00pm
Dwares JCC
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence
Admission: a meaningful gift to the
Jewish Alliance Annual Campaign

Hear Orringer talk about  Varian Fry − who he was and how he 
came to do his incredible, lifesaving work during WWII. Orringer will 
also describe how she became interested in this incredible story, and 
how she went about researching Fry’s work in Marseille. 
Dessert reception to follow.

About the book: Orringer’s gripping historical novel, The Flight 
Portfolio, is based on the true story of journalist Varian Fry, whose 
extraordinary efforts saved the work and the lives of thousands of 
Jewish artists and others fleeing the Holocaust. 

About the author: Julie Orringer is 
the author of the novel The Invisible 
Bridge and the award-winning short 
story collection, How to Breathe 
Underwater, which was named Book 
of the Year by the LA Times and San 
Francisco Chronicle.

This event is made possible by a partnership with the Jewish Alliance’s CRC (Community Relations Council). This event is made possible by a partnership with the Jewish Alliance’s Women’s Alliance.

To register for any of the events in this series, 
please visit jewishallianceri.org/BehindTheBook



Chapter Seven Save the Dates

Palestine Posts: An Eye-witness Account 
of the Birth of Israel 
with Daniel Chertoff

Wednesday, May 13  |  7:00 pm
Dwares JCC
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence
No cost to attend

About the author: Daniel Chertoff 
used to work in the investment industry. 
Before discovering his father’s letters, 
he was at Hebrew University, working 
on his doctoral dissertation in English 
Literature.

Daniel Chertoff ’s multi-media presentation: “Palestine Posts: Episodes 
from the Birth of Israel,” based on his book, uses images, documents, 
and videos to revisit select historical events from Israel’s War of 
Independence.

About the book: Between 1947 and 1949, Mordecai Chertoff lived in 
Palestine. He worked as a news editor and war correspondent for The 
Palestine Post, and served as a soldier in the Haganah. In his vivid and 
moving letters to his family in America (annotated and contextualized 
by his son, Daniel), Mordecai described the news of those eventful days 
and the inevitable loss of his friends. His correspondence is filled with 
the details of everyday life in Jerusalem, as well as his meetings with 
famous and soon-to-be famous people.

Jewish Film Festival 
April 27 - May 3
A selection of Jewish-themed films that will entertain and 
inspire audiences across Rhode Island.
More information coming soon at jewishallianceri.org

Rhode Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off
June 7  |  11:00am - 4:00pm
Enjoy a day filled with kosher chili, music and entertainment, 
a beer garden, and activities for the whole family.  Attendees 
will vote for their favorite recipe; it’ll be a great “thyme!”
Learn more at jewishallianceri.org/chili

This event is made possible by a partnership with the Jewish Alliance’s Israeli Culture Series.

35th Annual Dwares JCC Golf Classic
June 15  
Join us as we return to Ledgemont Country Club for our 
35th tournament!
More information coming soon at jewishallianceri.org

To register for any of the events in this series, 
please visit jewishallianceri.org/BehindTheBook



This series is made possible with generous support from 

401 Elmgrove Avenue  |  Providence, RI 02906  |  401.421.4111  |  jewishallianceri.org

  hank you!T

Follow the Jewish Alliance on Facebook 
for updates on these events and more:

facebook.com/JewishAllianceRI/


